
   
 

   
 

Deciding the Patron for the NW-7 Family of Parishes 

In order to decide on a patron for our Family of Parishes, we are asking for your help! You are asked to 

prayerfully discern and research who a fitting patron for our Family of Parishes would be and then to 

submit your “nomination” by November 1st (The Solemnity of All Saints). A Patron for our Family of 

Parishes gives us someone to look towards for their intercession on behalf of the people of NW-7 and 

also an example that we hold up for all of us to be inspired by in our own journey with Jesus Christ. 

How do you submit a patron? On the back of this sheet you will see a space for you to nominate up to 

three patrons. You are free to only submit one nomination if you wish but can nominate up to three. 

When nominating you must provide a reason why you are nominating that particular patron. (e.g. We 

should choose St. Benedict as the patron of our Family of Parishes because he helped to rebuild Europe 

through small communities of believers and I think this gives us a good model to help us re-evangelize 

our modern culture.) After these nominations are gathered, the staff and the Family Implementation 

Team will look at the nominations everyone has made and we will then work to have a ballot of eight 

possible patrons based on the four categories listed below with two from each category placed on the 

ballot. The ballot will be determined by taking into account the popularity of various nominations, the 

fittingness of nominations for our particular Family, the patron makes sense for all the parishes in our 

Family and not just one or two, and trying to avoid duplicating other Family of Parishes’ patrons from 

across the archdiocese (we want our patron to be unique to us if possible). From there, we will put this 

ballot to a vote within the coming months. Thank you again for taking the time to prayerfully suggest a 

patron for our Family of Parishes. Please remember to ask for the Holy Spirit’s guidance.  

Categories of Saints 

Apostolic and Early Church Saints (0 AD-800 AD)- These saints would include those mentioned in the 

Gospel such as the apostles and St. Joseph. It would also include the early martyrs (e.g. St. Lucy) and 

Church Fathers (e.g. St. Gregory the Great). These saints are often venerated in the East and West and 

have been for thousands of years. 

Medieval Saints (801 AD-1600 AD)- These saints helped to see the church through the collapse of the 

Roman Empire, build a Western Christian Culture that is responsible for sowing the seeds for the 

societal freedoms we enjoy today. Many of them also fought to keep the Church from coming under 

the control of politicians and other secular powers. (e.g. St. Bonaventure or St. Francis of Assissi)  

Modern Saints (1601 AD-present)- These saints helped to implement the reforms of the Counter-

Reformation. More recently these saints have fought against modernism which claims that human 

beings are animals like any other and that God is not real. Many have promoted a greater devotion to 

the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Eucharist. (St. John Bosco and St. Maria Goretti) 

Christ and Marian Titles- This Category is a little different in the others. This one is dedicated to titles 

of our Lord (e.g. Blessed Sacrament) or titles of Our Blessed Mother (e.g.Mary, Cause of Our Joy).  

 

Please turn over the page for the nomination form. 

 

 



   
 

 Nomination Forms can be turned into the collection or any of our parish offices by November 1st end of day  
 

 

Nomination Form 

Patron Nomination #1: 

Reason for nomination (required): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patron Nomination #2 (optional): 

Reason for nomination (required): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patron Nomination #3 (optional): 

Reason for nomination (required): 

 


